ARCHDIOCESE, OF CHICAGO

A

Office of Professional Responsibility
Office of Assistance Ministry

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690

(312) 751 - 8256 /8267
(312) 751 - 8307 (Fax)

June 7, 1995
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Dear Mr. QRED:

I am Ralph Bonaccorsi. I am the director of the Office of Assistance Ministry for the
Archdiocese of Chicago. Cardinal Bernardin established this office so that the Church might -
- when called upon -- reach out to people who are in pain or who have been hurt by others in
our Church.

Cardinal Bernardin has asked me to contact you regarding your letter of May 1, 1995.
He has asked me, also, to convey his concern and sadness over the abuse you described and the
pain and hurt it has caused you. He also deeply appreciates your concern for the safety of other
children.

Mr. @I, a Fr. Bruce Wellems, C.M.F. is residing in the Chicago Archdiocese at
the present time. Because Fr. Wellems is a member of the Claretian Order, the Cardinal
requested that I speak directly with Fr. Wellems' superiors, the Provincial of the Claretian
Fathers, Fr. Ted Cirone. Fr. Cirone has assured me that your letter has been read thoroughly
reviewed according to the established policies and procedures of the Claretian Order. I expect
that Fr. Cirone will be contacting you in the near future.

In the meantime, you may wish to call me so that [ may clarify or assist you as this
matter goes forward. You may call my office collect. Mayra Flores, an associate, and myself
welcome your call.

All of God’s Good Graces,

Ralph Bonaccorsi



June 11, 1995

Archdiocese of Chicago
Pastoral Center '

PO Box 1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690

Attn: Joseph Cardinal Bernardin

To whom it may concern:

I previously sent the attached letter dated May 1, 1995, and have yet to receive any response. |

believe this matter deserves immediate attention and I expect immediate response. I look forward
to your response.
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June 21, 1995

Dear (D

I am confident that you have received communication from Fr. Ted Cirone,
Provincial of the Claretian Fathers.

Mr. G, if it is agreeable to you that I do the further inquiry, as suggested by
Fr. Cirone, than may I ask you to contact me by phone or letter regarding an opportunity for
us to talk with one another.

If you choose to call please do so collect. We are in the office generally each day
from 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Chicago time. Our number is 312/751-8267.

If you write please indicate a time when it would be convenient for me to contact
you.

All of God’s Good Graces.

Kol

Ralph Bonaccorsi
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CLARETIANS 400 North Euclid Avenue - Oak Park.lllinois 60302

OFFICE OF THE PROVINCIAL

June 16, 1995

Dear Mr. (GIERD

Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, on behalf of the Archdiocese of Chicago, has
brought to my attention the letter you wrote to Cardinal Bernardin
concerning Father Bruce Wellems, and Mr. Bonaccorsi's response to
-you. | fully concur with the sentiments expressed in Mr. Bonaccorsi's
letter. In a special way, | wish to express my sorrow for the pain
evident in your letter, and appreciation for your concern about
others.

As Mr. Bonaccorsi informed you, Fr. Bruce Wellems is a member of
the Claretian Missionaries. Until your letter reached me, as far as |
am aware nobody has ever brought to our attention any indication of
inappropriate behavior on the part of Father Wellems.

Let me assure you that we take seriously the information you have
given us. Both the Archdiocese and the Claretians have in place
policies and procedures which will be carefully followed. To better
insure objectivity, | have asked and the Archdiocese has accepted
that the initial phase of investigation be conducted by authroized
personnel of the Archdiocese. You will be directly contacted about
this. The results are then given to a Ministry Fitness Board, of which
only one member will be a Claretian, who will give their
recommendations to me and eventuall to Cardinal Bernardin. Our
objective is an honest and objective appraisal, justice to all
concerned, and avoidance of any serious potential harm to all those
for whom we have a pastoral responsibility.

| promise to keep you and this whole matter in my prayers.
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CLARETIAN MISSIONARIES

OFFICE OF THE PROVINCE = 400 NORTH EUCLID AVENUE = OAK PARK, ILLINOIS 60302 « TELEPHONE (708) 848-2076
ﬁ., "

January 18, 1996

Dear Mr. QRfiED:

Finally, | am able to give you more information about what is being
done in response to the concerns you raised about Father Bruce

Wellems.

Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi gave me a copy of your November 19 letter to
him, as designated representative of the Archdiocese of Chicago for
these matters. He and | agreed that we would follow our respective
policies and procedures applicable to this case, and would do our
best to obtain an objective and just solution. We agreed that our
principal objective is to discover whether Fr. Wellems is potentially
or actually a moral danger to anyone, especially children.

So far there have been various personal interviews of Fr. Wellems,
as well as of some of the persons most closely associated with his
ministry. Fr. Wellems has agreed to undergo extensive in-depth
interviews and a whole range of psychological testing by a team of
professional personnel belonging to what is considered one of the

—best institutes in the country for this type of investigation. The
interviews and testing were not able to begin until just recently.
They must be spaced over a period of time; and still more time will
be needed for their analysis and final recommendations by the
professional staff.

As | mentioned in my previous letter, nobody has ever brought to our
attention any indication of inappropriate behavior on the part of Fr.
Wellems. For some years now, we Claretians have a strict policy

that any priest or pastoral agent dealing with children must do so in
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CLARETIAN MISSIONARIES

OFFICE OF THE PROVINCE * 400 NORTH EUCLID AVENUE « OAK PARK, ILLINOIS 60302 TELEPHONE (706) 848-2076

the constant presence of parents or other responsible adults. Fr.
Wellems has assured us, and those who work with him have
confirmed, that he has followed this norm carefully.

We will await the results of the professional consultation and of our
special advisory board, and eventually transmit the results to
Cardinal Bernardin.

| realize how unconfortable this whole situation must be for you,

and | appreciate how you would not-want to get-involved-if-it were
not for real concern that no harm be done to anyone, especially the
most defenseless. Once again, | promise to keep you and this whole
matter in my prayers.

Sincerely,

oo Come

Fr. Ted Cirone, C.M.F. -
Provincial Superior

v
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Post Office Box 1979

Office of Professional Responsibility
e 4 Chicago, Illinois 60690

Office of Assistance Ministry

(312) 751 - 8256/8267
(312) 751 - 8307 (Fax)

August 28, 1995

Dear QUG

As an initial step in gathering information regarding your allegation I
have enclosed a list of questions that I ask be answered to the best of your
ability.

Once I receive your information I will be back in touch with you to
discuss next steps. Hope to hear from you soon.

All of God’s Good Graces,

At

Ralph Bonaccorsi

Enclosure:



Attn: Father Ralph Bonaccorsi
c/o Archdiocese of Chicago
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, lllinois 60690

September 08, 1995

Father Bonaccorsi:

I just wanted to let you know that I received your questions and will return them with my
responzaz ac caanas.passible. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,
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ARCHIOULSE . OF CHICAK )
Oftrce of Prowcs ol Responsiing!

Post Oliice Box 1679
Qffice of Assistapse Muosto

Chicapy, Hiimows 00630

(312) 751 - 8256/8267
o

2731 - 8307 (Faxn;

Tuiy 11, 1996

Greetings, I hope vt all o0 wetd with cous Daould like to give you a report on the
conclusions that have been reached i refercice 1o the concerns you expressed about Fr.
Bruce Wellems, C.M.F., ir a totter = Cardin.d Bernurdin dated May 11995, and in more
detarl in your November 10 e o o

As you know fren: oor proviess comvessations and dialogue, upon vec2ipt of your
allegation and after an imtial investiy o, by the Archdincese, the Clareiiar Missionaries
according 0 Arcldiocsser policy - ore prven the responsibility of conducting the full
Invesugation and o1 presenting thels «oiciuana and ol recommendations to Cardinal
Bernardin.

@ since the Carduid was enae o, ! hag heen in dialogue with vou over the
months. he requested that | summanize and convey 10 you the outeoime of the investigatio
and finzl recommendations 1 do 5o 1ol )

FroWellemis agived (o coopriats 1aily with the extensive process, which
ncluded nvestigations, witervicas, and a wide range of psychological testing
DYy @ team of protessionus in oue of the best forensic institutes for this type of
investigation.

‘The main focus of (e mvestigation fad been to determine whether what Bruce
Wellens miay have done 15 4is youth was a phase of adolescent
experimentation whicr: e later oulgrew through religious formation and other
means, or whether it was an early 1adication of a lifestvle that nersists and
At s patestly minisiry siouid be lerminated or restricted.  Further:

> None of the indnluals o groups involved in the investigation of Fr.
Weliems judged tiat Fr. Wellems should be rac roved from his priestly
ministry.

-
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> All other inquires of Fr. Wellems® former superiors, co-workers and
friends confirined that there never had been accusations of suspicions
about Ir. Welleins' behavior during his years of priestly ministey.

> It was also detesmined that no other record or hint that any accusation

had ever been made by children, parents, or others.

> During the extire investigation no data has emerged that might in any
way suggest it Fr. Wellems has acted out in an inappropriately sexual
manner with minors since he reached his own Mmaturity.

S Thie psycholigist 11 the Chivago area who has been seeing Fr. Welleins
repulariy duriag the las: .®ar or 5o, and who has independensly
reviewed the resuits of ihe psyci:ological testing and interviews, in his

own independent evaluation wrote: “7 have viewed Fr.

Wellems - und

continue 1o do so - as a fundamensally healihy adult who is highly
motivated in his ministry and who is sincere in pursuing further
psychological writ spiritul growh, Fr. Wellems has an exceptionally

Strong sense of values und commiim: nt to ministry,

d ot estiniaie

there is any denger wharsoever in his working with children in a

nomiit and uppiopriar. church seuing. —

1‘/- - .

e However, all 22-2cd that he must continue to follo the_Claretian
precautionaior s norms, especially ahout not deating with chil
adolesce Leepii ence of other adul's. Fr. VWellems ha
agreed to all of diis, and will be monitored by lus pastor «nd i
Superior. [

> Througheut the ceniandig srocess, Fr. Wellems reguiarly expressed

sorrow tor any barm he may have done in his youth,

Healso

expressed thunks 10 God and to counselors and spiritual directors for
the opportunitics e received to change and (0 grow spiritually and in

other humian way through his education in a Catholic
seminacy, and through reular spiritual direction.

University and

Therefore, having reviewed the case thoroughly, Cardinal Bernardin has accepted the
recommendation of Fr. Cirone, which reads as follows: “With the unanimous consent of my
Claretian Provincial Council, 1 hereby reconiriend that Fr, Wellems be allowed 1o retain the

Jaculties he presently holds in the Archdiocese, and that no special restrictio
his ministry.

ns be placed on
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Cardinal Bernardir: waked e o o 2 T appteciation for the concern you have
shown for the well being of other ety cotldren, i bringizg this paiter to his
attention.  His hope is that cour o Lo s te peace with the realization that your
concerns were wken sencliiv, hat @ i on, wvestigation has beer conducted, and that the
results give us a solid level o assuroce,

All of God's Good Ci .o,

“ rely,
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Ralph Bonaccors



